The Story of Our Angels

The story of the angels goes back eleven years.  Woodlake UMC wanted a Christmas display on the front lawn.  Since many other churches display the Nativity, they decided to look for something different.  Finding a picture of an angel in a woodworking catalog, a new idea was born. Today Woodlake displays 165 angels in a beautiful circular display.  Tonight, both the Woodlake and Salisbury angels will be lit.  I encourage you to take a drive to Woodlake during the holiday season to see their angels.  


Ten years ago, the Woodlake angels were highlighted in an article in the Richmond Times Dispatch.  Having a life-long friend at this church, the article caught my attention.  I began to envision angels in our “soccer field.”  Each year after, I contemplated the angel project, but put it off due to busy schedules.  Then we had September 11, 2001. Our church needed an angel project with a banner that read “Peace on Earth.”  Our Youth Choir was planning a Mission Tour to Toronto and they needed a fund-raiser. The time was right.

Larry Morrow, Bill Titus, Bill Muth, Sharon Miller, Neal Nunnally and my husband Todd and I met at WoodlakeUMC on two occasions gathering all the facts we needed.  They gave us all the information we needed.  The next night, Harley Joseph, and Todd and I met in our garage.  We started with the Woodlake design and began making it our own.  We made our angel shorter with a train at the back of her skirt for wind stability and we gave her hips just because Harley and Todd wanted it that way!  I began a daily journal for this project.  I purchased 31 pieces of plywood on October 8th, 200l to build an initial 36 angels.  Additional plywood was purchased on October 24th and painting began on November 5th.  Seventy angels were displayed in our church yard on November 17th, 2001.  This December 3, 2006 , 165 angels were be illuminated in our front yard. Again, the Congregation, bringing flashlights, joined us in front of the church tonight at 6:00PM for the Illumination.  Hot chocolate was  then served in the courtyard. 
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Sandy Albert, our SPC Angel Project Director and Creator

