YOUTH CHOIR LOS ANGELES 2006 DAILY TOUR UPDATES
(Note that the messages begin with the most recent update. So the latest update is always on top.)

	Subject: 
	[SPC LA 2006 Mission Tour] Tenth/Final Day-Saturday

	Date: 
	Sun, 16 Jul 2006 18:43:47 EDT


Hi all,
 

As you might assume, I am writing this email from the comfort of my own kitchen in Midlothian on Sunday! 

 

As you know, we are all safe and sound at home with our families.  Yesterday's travel went remarkably well, in spite of the usual last minute rushes to get two separate groups to the airport and return our eight vans by our 1:25pm flight to Atlanta.  

 

We had some final time in the LA airport all together...sprawled in our own aisle of 86 people, eating, laughing and already reminiscing.  Our flight was called and loaded efficiently and we were on our way home.  We arrived in Atlanta on time.  We were a little concerned about the connection as there was less than an hour between flights but it all went well as the next gate was only a few gates further up from our arrival point.  The second flight was smooth and we arrived very close to the expected time of 11pm est.  What a terrific crowd to greet us at the Richmond Airport!  We had time to already start sharing stories at the baggage claim.  I hope others went to bed earlier than we did.  So much to talk about!

 

The chaperones and I want to thank Sharon Miller, Marti Thompson and Todd Davidson for the orchestration of this complicated set of missions.  The thousands of details (and surprises) were all handled so well.  Each tour person was able to experience a unique set of opportunities with the crossover of people in missions, chaperone groups, free time, etc.  We are so blessed to have such leadership in our church!

 

I encourage all parents (and others!) to find out more about their own student's mission experiences.  I wish I had been able to devote more time to the activities of all of the seven groups.  As we listened to the kids speak at devotions at night, I was continually reminded how differently each person's tour time was spent and viewed by him/herself.  

 

I look forward to the worship service on Sunday, August 6, when we can all gather again with the congregation and share the diversity of our experiences.  We are all so blessed!

 

Robin Muth


	Subject: 
	[SPC LA 2006 Mission Tour] Day Nine-Friday

	Date: 
	Sun, 16 Jul 2006 18:06:39 EDT



Hi All,
 

As I mentioned in the previous email, Wendy Burchard has shared her thoughts of Thursday and Friday with us all.  Here are her notes from Friday:

 

"Friday morning we all headed out to our missions again.  My group's (Team 7 Compton Salvation Army) lesson was “Givers and Takers” about serving others in your community and family.  We did lots of crafts and also, as a service project, organized and cleaned the multipurpose room at the Compton Salvation Army.  Earlier in the week, we had taken a picture of each of the kids and I went out that morning and drove around Compton to find a photo kiosk to get the pictures developed. The kids made picture frames to put the pictures in.  The people there were very nice.  Although still a dangerous area, they were very nice…they could definitely tell I was from out of town.  When we were getting ready to leave at 4:00pm, many of the kids started to cry because we were not going to be coming back.  When we all saw this we fell apart, there were tears in everyone’s eyes.  We all felt so lucky and fulfilled that we had the chance to give the kids the love and special attention they need so much.  Very emotional afternoon!  And the emotions continued into the evening….  Boy, what a day….  
 
We headed back to the UCLA campus and got ready for our final night.  We went to an area of Santa Monica Beach that was less commercial and there were not a lot of tourists around.  We ate at different restaurants… the one I ate at was on Hollister Avenue, where I think the Hollister Clothing Store got its name.  After dinner all 86 of us met on the beach for an evening of devotion and reflection on our Mission trip.  We sat in a semi-circle... seniors, juniors, sophomores, and freshman, 8th, 7th and 6th grades, with chaperones last, encircling all.  We got there just after sunset – it was beautiful.
 
Devotions were lead by the kids in my mission group and Team 3-Union Rescue Mission… Topic was how, if at all, did this trip change you and would you go home and be changed by your experiences here.  Reflections, spiritual growth, thoughts about each other, and the friendships that were made or that flourished, and lessons learned were shared by many of the kids.  I am so proud and amazed by this group… All the kids were welcome to say something and each of the seniors got up and talked. The seniors later started to sing “you are my all in all”.  Well we all started to lose it!  We had formed a circle and we all sang the song, Full Control.  What a way to end this trip!
 
We all then loaded back in the Vans to return to UCLA.  Senior Highs were allowed to go to Westwood, which is like a little town within the campus with movie theatres, shops and restaurants for a few hours, accompanied by some chaperones. The middle school kids were allowed to hang out together in a large room to talk, eat pizza, and play games.  Most of both groups were in bed at 1:30.  
 
Thank you all again for supporting Jenna and I on this trip as it has been a significant part of our spiritual journeys."
 

 

 I will send you a final email to summarize our wonderful mission trip. I also thank everyone for supporting us! Robin



	Subject: 
	[SPC LA 2006 Mission Tour] Day Eight part two!

	Date: 
	Sun, 16 Jul 2006 18:03:06 EDT


Hi All,
 

I am writing to you in the last 10 minutes on the flight to Atlanta.  All is going great.  Hard to believe our trip is almost complete.  

 

While I was catching up on sleep on board, my seatmate, Wendy Burchard, was busy writing up her notes on the activities of Thursday and Friday for the people who sponsored her daughter Jenna.  She is graciously sharing some of her thoughts with all of us!

 

"Well, it is Saturday morning and we are at the airport ready to board.  The last few days have turned out to be the best for all as far as spiritual growth, and giving even more purpose to the worthiness of this trip.
 
Thursday was totally awesome!  We all went to our missions in the morning and then had to leave at noon to start our trip to the Camarillo Youth Prison which is north west of LA in Ventura county.   This prison houses about 150 girls of which 75% of them had committed a violent felony crime.  They also have a boy population of about 60.  The boys were not allowed or given the option to attend our concert.  I’ll tell you where they were later in this paragraph.   It was a beautiful drive up through the Santa Monica Mountains and Malibu Canyon.  The prison is set in the middle of a Lemon Orchard.  We had to get there by 2:00 to go through security.  The kids had to change in the vans into their black and white concert outfits before getting there.  Then we went in through security in groups of three.  So, it took some time to get 69 kids and 17 adults through.  Once we were in, we had to walk two by two to another building where we practiced and then waited for girls/inmates to arrive. 
 

This was the first time anyone under the age of 18 was allowed to come to the prison to perform.    The girls/inmates had to sign up a month in advance to come and then the superintendent/warden had to approve each one of them to attend.  If they had gotten into any trouble, they were not allowed to come. 
 

The Choir did a concert version of Godspell because of the limited amount of time we had there. They started with an energizer called Revolution which is very high energy and the girls loved it.  They then continued to do about 8 to 10 songs from Godspell and others they had prepared.  It was so wonderful to see the girls get into the music and they totally appreciated our being there.  Many of our choir members said they felt they really connected with these girls while singing and it made them feel so good. 
 

Afterwards, three of the girls stayed to talk to us about how they ended up at this facility, how it has improved their lives and their hopes for the future.  Johnetta, 20 year old,  had been there for 5 years and was getting out soon.  Chaplin Sandy would not share her crime with us because she said we would not like her if we knew.  The 17 year old, Veronica, had stabbed a girl 17 times.  Fortunately, her victim lived and Veronica was in prison for attempted murder.  She was thankful that they tried her as a juvenile because she will get out at the age 24.  Crystal, the other 20 year old, was “involved” in a murder and was serving 8 years.  She also was thankful she was tried as a juvenile.  She discussed the fact that the next day was the anniversary of the death of her victim and how she had to live with this fact every day and how she couldn’t go back and change the past.  How guilty she felt.  They talked about how none of them got to see their families very often because they lived so far away and most of their families didn’t have the means to get to the prison (car or money for gas).  They are allowed to receive packages just twice a year.  The two older girls each have a young child at home. All three girls had been in gangs and had done every drug you could think of.  
 

In California, if you are a juvenile and convicted as an adult, you would spend the first part of your sentence in this correctional center and when you turned 18, would go to an adult prison. 
 
 All three felt that this correctional center saved their lives and has/will give them a second chance.  If you are good, you can work around the facility for $1 a day which they have all done.   The facility has a program call Camp for  which you have to be really good to be eligible.  This program is where they learn to fight forest fires.  The boys are all in this program.  The day we were there, they were all out fighting the fires in San Bernadino.  Some of the girls in the camp program were fire fighters and some did work for the others such as laundry and preparing meals for them for when they returned.  They also had another work program on site where they made specialty soaps which you can find in retail stores. They are also allowed to give these soaps to their families for presents.
 
We left the prison at around 5:30pm.  The kids had to change from their black and white outfits to their Godspell attire (GS T-Shirts, Jeans and sneakers) again in the van.  We then headed south east (1 ½ hour ride) after a quick stop at Subway and other fast food places.  It was then back  to Los Angeles to perform Godspell at 7:30pm at a homeless shelter called PATH.  
 

We had many more in attendance at this performance and it was so truly amazing to see these people, young and old, feel the spirit of God during this performance.  Although it was the last Godspell performance, I believe it was everyone’s best.  The energy in the hall was indescribable.  At the end of the performance, the choir received a standing ovation and many of the people came up and talked to the kids and told them how special they had made them feel.  One man, a 45 year old convicted felon who had recently been released from prison, gave the kids a brief testimonial about his life and how he thanked God every day for being in his life and leading him in the right direction.  We returned back to the dorms at 10PM for devotions and lights out at 11PM."
 

The devotions that night were led by Team 5, the Dream Center "Under the Bridge" group.  These chaperones and older kids had  very direct experiences with homeless people as they encouraged them to come to the Center and get support.  They were met with mixed reactions which they shared with us.  Their devotion was a special end to an amazing day.

 

We were all exhausted but exhilarated that night! Robin



	Subject: 
	[SPC LA 2006 Mission Tour] Quick note!

	Date: 
	Sat, 15 Jul 2006 12:08:39 EDT



Hi all,

 

I hope to write a more detailed note at the airport but everyone will leave without me if I don't get going to the airport!

 

We have had amazing times in the last two days... I trust you will hear personally from your child all about Thursday and Friday.  These last days are similar to the sensation you get at the end of the fireworks show, when all the fireworks suddenly come on display one after another.

 

More to come! Robin



	Subject: 
	[SPC LA 2006 Mission Tour] Day Eight - Thursday

	Date: 
	Fri, 14 Jul 2006 12:25:10 EDT



Hi all,

 

Yesterday was so amazing I almost sent an email out at 1am (4am your time).   Exhaustion won out!

 

After going to our usual mission assignments in the morning, we all left around 12:30 from those sites to head far north and west to the Camarillo Juvenile Detention Center.  It took most groups over an hour, some longer.

 

The place is in a very pleasant country location.  It was neat to drive through the mountains and fields to get there.  We went through extensive security at the facility and went straight to the auditorium to setup on stage.

 

This facility houses mostly girls ages 14 to 25.  They have been convicted of various crimes.  Most were involved in violent crimes.  There are also about 60 boys housed on the site but they are part of the firefighters training program and there is little interaction.

 

Chaplin Sandy, the Protestant minister and Chaplin Katherine, the Catholic chaplain, spoke to us about the facility, the girls and their own backgrounds.  They both are dedicated, warm people who had a lot to share with us.  Chaplin Sandy had been for many years in a women's facility but felt called to come here a year ago.  It has been a very difficult challenge but very rewarding.

 

While the kids waited on stage, the chaperones and staff stood in the back and welcomed the girls to the concert as they came in.  They wore different colored shirts depending on their residential living unit.  This unit was determined by their crime, e.g., violence to others, drug use, etc.  Girls in pink shirts were pregnant.  The girls who attended had requested to come.  Many girls who had signed up were not allowed to come because of their behavior in the last three weeks.  These girls greeted us enthusiastically.  Our presence at the facility was a rare privilege for both the girls and us.  

 

We started off with Revolutions, a song with movement that apparently was a favorite with the girls and scored an immediate, happy response.  The rest of the performance was extremely well received.  It was just wonderful.  

 

While the concert interaction would have been enough for a great high for all, Chaplin Sandy and the superintendent allowed three girls to share their stories after the other girls went back to their units. One young woman, Johnetta, has been at the facility for 5 years and is now 20.  She has a daughter at home.  She earned her high school diploma at the facility and is now doing college work there.  She has earned the privilege to be part of the Camp program that supports the firefighter program.  She has the privilege of wearing a work shirt and spends extra hours supporting the crew in the field.  She prepares their stuff and does laundry.  She receives $1 an hour for this extra work and this money is placed in an account for her use when she leaves.  She will be leaving the facility this December.

 

All three girls were very articulate and specific in detail in their talk with us.  All three felt being there had probably saved their lives.  Drugs, street gangs and family abuse were major issues for them.  

 

Everyone was very touched and could have listened and asked further questions but the girls had to return and it was 5:30 and time to leave.  Words cannot convey all our feelings about this experience.

 

After a quick dinner on the road, we continued to head to the Path, the homeless shelter in LA near St. Ann's.

 

I now have to go to my mission this morning but I will write Part 2 of yesterday when I return tonight.... We had a tremendous response to our Godspell last night and a great follow-up Devotional!!!!!!  Most agree it was the best Godspell ever and the most responsive audience!

 

The kids are happy and tired!

 

Thank you so much for your prayers! Robin



	Subject: 
	[SPC LA 2006 Mission Tour] Day Seven-Wednesday

	Date: 
	Thu, 13 Jul 2006 12:17:57 EDT

	
	


Hi All,

 

The days are flying by too quickly.  We have certainly packed a lot into one week.

 

By the way, during our time at St. Ann's Maternity Home Tuesday night, at one point the woman in charge, Marcia Hudson, asked for people to share special talents.  We had already enjoyed gospel singing by Ashlynne, one of the girls there, and her friend Jessica's LA dancing. Tommy Blissert stepped up and gave us all his impersonation of the action from a scene from Home Alone, the movie. He had the whole room in laughing hysterics.  Suddenly, Michelle Whelchel did back handsprings across the room.  It was great! (By the way, there were little babies toddling around amidst it all.)

 

Also that night, as the Home was awarding the residents prizes, we were introduced to many of the girls individually.  Several of the girls were ready to move on to transitional housing, a fulltime job and further schooling.  A girl can stay at the Home until 19. The girls seemed to range from about 14 to 18.  One girl, Chantel, testified and said that God always "gives me what I need...I try not to be greedy."  A recurrent message from Mrs. Hudson was that God is a Giver and a Forgiver.  

 

Mrs. Hudson shared her own story.  She is actually affiliated with the Los Angeles Dream Center (another one of our mission locations) and they support this Home.  She was born in Greece.  She and her brother were separated at a young age and put into orphanages and foster homes.  She has a strong commitment to ensuring a better life for children with problem backgrounds.

 

I forgot to mention the great devotional led by Mission Group 7, Glendale Salvation Army, also on Tuesday night. They have been painting rooms in the mornings and working with a group of older kids there in the afternoons.  They were happy to see that on their second day, the kids were much more responsive and interested in their singing and teachings.  The kids taught them our Godspell song, Prepare Ye, in Spanish.  This team sang it to us as part of their devotion.  They also shared their anecdotes of the days.  They promised me that they will add some notes to mine tomorrow.   It is worth noting that the group also had Sam Chambers show his "special" talent.... robotic movements!  Once again, we were all "rolling in the aisles."  This is a fun, hardworking, and talented group of kids!

 

Yesterday, all the teams went to their missions for the day.  Everyone continues to have experiences they are eager to share with each other on the van ride home, at devotionals and in the rooms at night.  I hope to add more comments from other groups tomorrow.

 

We all returned to the dorms in the late afternoon and headed off to Universal CityWalk.  While it was still rush hour, the traffic cooperated and it took only around 45 minutes.  The middle schoolers (21 of us plus chaperones) headed for Hard Rock Cafe there.  The highschoolers went to the nearby Saddle Ranch to eat.

 

Things were at a fever pitch at the Cafe.  They had the red carpet rolled out (literally) and film crews and cameras everywhere to record the visiting Miss Universe contestants.  The fans and the commotion were exciting.  Mrs. Helflin was able to speak (in French!) to Miss France.  Mrs. Evers got a photo of Miss USA.  Surprisingly (to me!), our food was delicious and we had a very friendly and efficient waitress.  Half of our group went on to see the new film, Pirates of the Caribbean, next door; the others shopped.

 

I am just getting feedback from the highschoolers this morning about their night.  I do know it involved some bull riding?!!!

 

We have a full day today.  Everyone will work at their missions in the morning and then at noon head to the Correctional Facility and a nearby lunch.  We then go on to present Godspell to a homeless shelter not far from St. Ann's at night.  We will not be back to the dorms until later tonight!

 

Thank you all for keeping us in your prayers!  It has been an amazing experience for us all.  Robin Muth 




	Subject: 
	[SPC LA 2006 Mission Tour] Day Six-Tuesday

	Date: 
	Fri, 14 Jul 2006 02:22:01 EDT


 Hi all,

We continue to have amazing experiences.  Yesterday was especially good, as we felt more comfortable diving into our work environments.  

My group at Midnight Mission arrived early (!) and immediately donned our hairnets (yes, the boys too), aprons and gloves and opened canned green beans, cracked dozens of eggs, opened desserts and in general, setup the food for the lunch and dinner for 500-700 people.  We got to know our supervisors Jason, LC, Curt and others.  Most of these men have been former residents of the mission.  They are in general fun to work with and competent at their jobs.  You should see how great the kids handle working fast and well and how respectful they are of others.  It has been a positive experience.  Parents would be stunned to see how well they clean up after 500 people have eaten.  After lunch there, we head over to the LA regional food bank and work with another mission team (team number 1 who has been working with a bible school in east LA in the morning).  Monday we sorted hundreds of cosmetics and hair cleaning products to be used by apprentice hairdressers.  Yesterday we salvaged canned goods, soda, rice, pasta, etc.  These would be the kind of items individuals would give to the food bank.  We have watched two excellent videos to help us with our work.  One showed us the beneficiaries of the food and their stories.  The other video showed us how to properly and carefully salvage the food.  Once again we enjoyed working with the staff.  They are very cheerful and hardworking.

Here are some comments given to me from Wendy Burchard from her experiences with her Mission Group Team 7.  They are running a bible school in South LA.  

"Monday we started our mission work.   My mission is at the Compton Salvation Army.  We arrived there at 8:15 Monday morning with our Vacation Bible School program in hand!  We brought the lessons, music, crafts, and games.  Each one of our kids picked a lesson that they lead.  It’s great to see young people leading these kids.  The kids we have range in age of 5 to 10 – we have a couple of 11, 12 and 13 year olds and there is about 27 kids.  The kids at the mission quickly got to know us cause the ratio is about 2 kids to each mission worker so with lessons and music or arts and crafts they always have someone to help them or just sit and hold their hand.    It’s great to see them come up and hug you for no particular reason.  They eat well at the Salvation Army, breakfast, lunch and two snacks… for some, this is the only meal of the day.  
 By now I’ve really gotten to know the kids I’m chaperoning, both in my chaperone and Mission Groups, as well as the other chaperones.   We all get along quite well.  We have started traditions when traveling in our Van.   Both groups have specific CDs that each group loves to Blast… And the funny thing is these CDs are the ones I brought… not the kids!   The mission group is hooked on the CD Johnny Oglesby made for us for New Year’s 2006, that has a lot of Disco.  Seth, one of the boys asked me what the name of the CD was cause he wanted to purchase it!  I was rolling! "
I will relate stories from other groups in future emails.  We are running all the day and night and yet want to share our experiences!  You will hear a lot of new stuff when the kids return.  Each one is having his/her own "tour."

Last night we sang and enjoyed the people at the St. Anne's Maternity Home.  Mostly, teenage girls with young babies, it was a group which taught us a lot!  
More to tell at a calmer time...I have to gas up the van!!! Robin Muth



	Subject: 
	[SPC LA 2006 Mission Tour] Day Five
	Date: 
	Fri, 14 Jul 2006 02:21:00 EDT


Hi all,

 

Yesterday was the beginning of our mission work at our seven sites.  We all had breakfast and left at times ranging from 7 until 9.  We are working at locations from southern Compton to Glendale in the north.  Most of the groups are in the downtown LA area.

 

From all reports, the first day was very successful.  When we met for devotionals at 10pm, each mission group shared anecdotes of their experiences.  A common denominator was admiration for the people running the programs.  I will relate some stories later tonight.

 

We had dinner at the Beverly Center at the Food Court and strolled around a little.  We headed home for our devotion led by Group 2, Midnight Mission.  While very tired, everyone seemed exhilarated by the start of our missions.

 

A busy day coming up today! Robin Muth
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	Subject: 
	[SPC LA 2006 Mission Tour] Day Four

	Date: 
	Fri, 14 Jul 2006 02:19:47 EDT



Hi all,

 After another terrific breakfast, we piled into the vans and drove down to the Crystal Cathedral.  This was our longest trip so far but we were lucky, very little traffic.  We had time before the service to walk around the grounds. There are several striking buildings, statuary, lovely flowers and shrubs and many pools and fountains.  It was a very peaceful and serene environment.  

 

We were fortunate in that both Robert H. Schuller (founding pastor) and his son, Robert Anthony Schuller were involved in the service.  It was a special one as the new Executive pastor, Jim Poit, was installed. The message given by the younger Pastor Schuller was titled "Jump-Start with God's Minute."  He spoke of the very short time it takes to re-charge your faith daily.  The two soloists, one a young girl, were very good.  We understand that this service will be broadcast in the Richmond area next Sunday. 

 

It was particularly moving that Dr. Schuller read the same bible verse on spiritual gifts during the service, which we had used for our pre-mission service in Midlothian. 

 

I met a woman and her husband sitting in front of us.  They had emigrated from Sweden in 1948 and now live in Northern California.  They were finishing a vacation but had stopped here for the service.  They had originally lived in the area and raised their children nearby.  She told me stories of attending the services seated in their car with an outdoor screen before the buildings had been built!  It was neat to hear stories of this church from the perspective of an early member.  She also had lived in Chicago and was interested in details of our previous mission!

 

After the service, we were able to join the congregation for coffee in the lower level.  Everyone was very friendly.

 

After additional walking throughout the campus, most of the group headed back to the dorms for an afternoon of swimming at the campus pool.  Some kids worked on their mission preparation.  A particularly stalwart group of 7 junior girls gave up their free time and accompanied Mrs. Miller and myself on the way home to exchange one van for a newer one with better air conditioning.  They were a blessing!

 

We got a good start after five and headed into the city to give our Godspell performance for the homeless at the Midnight Mission.  It was a wonderful, moving presentation and well received.  The words and actions of the kids were very meaningful in this environment. My mission group looks forward to working with this mission for the rest of the week. 

 

Our devotion at 10:30 led by Mission Group 1 focused on the individual gifts and skills we bring to our mission work.  We are ready to use them!

 

An exhausted group had lights out by 11:15.

 

Please keep us in your prayers as we start our work this morning. Robin Muth




Subject: SPC LA 2006 Mission Tour] Day THREE
Date: Sun, 9 Jul 2006 14:49:17 +0000

Another great day.... we are all adjusted to this college living, I think!

After another great breakfast, we headed out in our vans to Universal Studios in Universal City.  It was a quick trip with less traffic.  Perhaps 20-25 minutes.

The theme park is actually part of a bigger center called Universal City Walk.  We all will be going back there on Wednesday for our special night out. 

We broke into small groups and enjoyed everything.  Many in the group went to the Water World show.  Lots of water, action and great acting!    The theme rides were also a hit.  The Revenge of the Mummy roller coaster ride was a favorite.  

Most of the groups chose to leave around 6:30pm and head back to the dorm for a swim at the nearby outdoor campus pool.  Some stayed on with their chaperones for a bit longer.  The park closed at 9pm.  What with the sun and excitement, most were ready to fall asleep at lights out.  It was a fun day to share with friends.

By the way, the campus security setup is very user friendly.  We all carry our card keys on a lanyard and use it to get into the dorm, use the elevator, get into our rooms, use the pool, get into the cafeteria, etc.  When you leave your room, the door shuts and locks automatically, so personal gear is secure.  

We are getting ready right now for our attendance at the worship service at the Crystal Cathedral in Garden City. 

Thank you for your prayers and support. Robin Muth
Subject: [SPC LA 2006 Mission Tour] Day TWO

Date: Sat, 8 Jul 2006 17:11:55 +0000

It was another terrific day here in LA!  The weather continues to be hot, sunny, but breezy and not humid.

As I mentioned, we had our first experience with the college cafeteria yesterday morning.  It is a large dining hall with many food stations.  It is a pleasant place with both excellent quantity and quality.  We are allowed to take out fruit and pastries for later snacks!  As I said, there are many other middle school/high school groups eating with us.  

After our morning group meeting, we all headed up Sunset Boulevard to the Kodak Theatre.  None of our activities to this point have been very far distance wise but the rumors were correct;  the traffic is usually heavy.  I am happy to report that we always seem to move though!

It was neat to pass by the Beverly Hills Hotel and the homes of unknown (?) stars on our way.  We had a little free time when we got there and were able to stroll around the galleria of shops.  This galleria was just built in the last five years.  

Our Kodak tour guide, John, was an actor and stuntman, and shared many highlights of this fairly new theatre with us.  He gave an entertaining talk about the inside world of the actors, the Academy Awards, other event specials and his own interesting career.  The general manager of the theatre later spoke and gave us his perspective on the challenges of putting together a successful production in this theatre.  The hour flew by.

We split up into smaller groups and proceeded to find lunch, shops and sights on the block.  Kodak Theatre is across the street from the El Capitan movie theatre which held a major premier yesterday for the latest Pirates film.  We saw moviegoers dressed in costume who enjoyed the first show at 10am.  There were also many characters on the block dressed as Superman, Darth Vader, etc.  We saw the "stars" on the walk and the handprints in cement in front of Grauman 
Theatre.  

Groups came back to the dorms as they finished up and most went on to Venice Beach for dinner and people watching.  One group went back to swim at Santa Monica Beach.  All were back for the group devotional at 10pm.  Led by Group 4, they talked about why they go on tour.  We heard from the kids new to tour and the graduating seniors.  It is nice to hear from the kids' perspective and how they feel at this point.  I already see positive changes in group dynamics.

Back to the rooms by 11pm and most were able to collapse right after. Looking forward to Universal Studios!

Thank you for all the prayers! Robin Muth

Subject: [SPC LA 2006 Mission Tour] Day ONE
Date: Fri, 7 Jul 2006 17:04:08 +0000


If you haven't heard yet, we are all safe in LA and doing great!  The weather is fabulous and there is no humidity!

Our flights went well and we arrived in LA in good shape.  We went straight to UCLA campus and were in our rooms in short order.  Boys are on the third floor and girls are on the fourth.  The kids were able to get settled quickly and we left for Santa Monica beach by 3pm.  Each group stayed with their chaperone groups and did a variety of activities in the area.  Many had an early dinner at Bubba Gump, swam in the Pacific, played Frisbee, shopped, and went on pier rides.  Some stayed for the Indigo Girls concert (very good, I hear).  Others called it a day and went back to the dorms for relaxing and sleep. It was a fun and blessed day.

It is interesting to note we have already spotted two "stars."  On the LA flight, someone discovered Michael Vicks (former VT and Atlanta Falcon quarterback) sitting in first class.  On the Santa Monica beach, Jan Rixey was greeted by a Mission Tour "alum" Ian Mohlie.  He is attending another religious program here at UCLA.  Many parents will remember his memorable SPC duets with his sister Lauren and others.  What a small world!

Our group has gotten going surprisingly early this morning (the time change is so helpful!)  Our campus breakfast is great....pancakes, waffles, omelets, fruits, pastries, all kinds of beverages...all you can eat!  There are many other youth groups here so it is neat to interact.  The campus is so beautiful and very walkable.  The dorms are comfortable and the night did chill down so the heat is not a problem.

We have a meeting at 10am to regroup with the kids and then we are off to the Kodak Theatre Tour.

The kids have been just wonderful.  Very flexible and good-hearted.  They are bringing a lot of enthusiasm and love to this experience.

Please keep us all in your prayers. 
Robin Muth


