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SPC Worship and Music Committee Annual Report
(December 2008)
Psalm 100: 1-2 “Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful song.”

The mission of the Worship and Music Committee of Salisbury Presbyterian Church continues to be to provide for the worship of the people of God at Salisbury Presbyterian Church, including the preaching of the Word, the sharing of the sacraments, and the singing of praises in keeping with the principles in the Directory of Worship.
While the mission remains the same, the Committee saw many changes in 2008.  Perhaps the most visible was the departure of the Director of Music Ministries Sharon Miller and Organist John Miller. After more than 30 years of service to Salisbury Presbyterian, the Millers felt called to move their ministry to St. Andrews Covenant Presbyterian Church in Wilmington, North Carolina. We bid them Godspeed with a special tribute on Sunday, May 25.  With their departure, we welcomed new faces to lead the music ministry on an interim basis. Laura Miles and Joanne Sherman, both members of the Chancel Choir and elementary school music teachers, stepped in to become our interim co-directors of music. We also welcomed David Bryson into the fold as our interim organist.  David helped oversee the final steps in the installation of new Johannes console to complete the organ project which was begun in 2007 and Laura accompanied the youth on their biennial mission tour, this one to Boston.

The Service of Remembrance, which had been held on a Wednesday evening, became part of the regular worship service held on the Sunday following All Saints Day.  Also during 2008, the Membership Development Committee absorbed the mission of securing greeters for worship services and the process was begun to fold the Funeral Guild under the auspices of the Congregational Care Committee, more appropriate homes for both ministries.

The SPC Concert Series continued with performances by noted composers and arrangers Joseph Martin and Joel Rainey, who performed with organist Jane Holstein, as well as with the annual Sundaes on Saturday concert featuring Jubilation and the Salisbury Ringers and a special concert for organ and piano with John and Sharon Miller. 

SPC hosted the Presbytery of the James Worship and Music Conference in October. Rev. John Bell, who was the featured speaker at the conference, filled the SPC pulpit on October 12. Other guests in the pulpit during 2008 included Rev. Tom Chadwick for the Faith and Freedom service and Rev. Dr. Brian Blount, president of Union PSCE.  The Committee also hosted the December 10 Advent Dinner which was a celebration of the 50th anniversary of ordination of Parish Associate Bill Leonard who also filled our pulpit in 2008.

Through its Guilds – Sacristy, Communion, Sound, Flowers, and Wedding – the Worship and Music Committee strives to ensure that each worship experience is a meaningful one for all congregants. In addition to the Guilds, the Committee provides for lay leaders and ushers to assist the minister in leading regular Sunday morning worship.

Committee members in 2008 were:  chair Melissa Phillips, vice chair Kristie Olsen, secretary Lyn Kyle Manson, Marcia Davis (sacristy), Linda Perna-O’Mara (wedding), Alan Unger (sound), Adam Campbell, Mary Hinchberger, Beth King, Larry Chottiner, Laura Miles and Joanne Sherman. Other guild leaders were Becca Ott and Barb Unger (communion) and Elizabeth Vance (flowers)).  There are many, many more unnamed volunteers who have assisted the guilds and served as lay leaders. Without their willingness to serve, SPC’s mission to learn about Christ, live as Christ and serve like Christ would go unfulfilled.
SPC Worship and Music Committee Annual Report
(December 2007)
Psalm 95:6-7 “Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 7for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.”

The mission of the Worship and Music Committee of Salisbury Presbyterian Church is to provide for the worship of the people of God at Salisbury Presbyterian Church, including the preaching of the Word, the sharing of the sacraments, and the singing of praises in keeping with the principles in the Directory of Worship.

Through its Guilds – Sacristy, Communion, Sound, Flowers, Funeral, Wedding and Ushers/Greeters – the Worship and Music Committee strives to ensure that each worship experience is a meaningful one for all congregants. In addition to the Guilds, the Committee provides for lay leaders to assist the minister in leading regular Sunday morning worship.

The Committee oversaw several modifications at SPC this year. The time of the early Sunday service was changed from 8:45 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.  Communion services were changed to more liturgically-based dates.  A morning Maundy Thursday service and an Easter sunrise service were held. The most visible change, of course, was the installation of the new Casavant Opus 3178. Overseeing this project was an organ subcommittee of the Worship and Music Committee comprising Carlos Chafin, Gordon Hays, Anna Lee Morris, Neal Nunnally, Melissa Phillips, Bev Titus and Craig Via, as well as Sharon and John Miller. The fundraising arm of the project included Craig Via, Gene Autry, Slim Nance and Mike Paulette.
An SPC Concert Series was initiated by the Music Ministry. In 2007, Scottish musician Bruce Davies and Bradley Welch, who was featured at the organ dedicatory concert, performed in our sanctuary. The traditional Christmas Eve concert with the Christmas Eve Choir of SPC was also held. The second half of the 2007-2008 series will include pianist Joseph Martin, Jubilation and the Salisbury Ringers and the Youth Choir Home Show. Also in 2007, the Music Ministry staged an outstanding production of Fiddler on the Roof.
SPC was blessed to have parish associate Dr. William Leonard join Dr. Chottiner leading our worship services. In addition, Dr. Jack Haberer, editor of the Presbyterian Outlook, was our guest minister at the annual Faith and Freedom service and Dr. William Carl, III, president of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, joined us in September. We also had the pleasure of working with some local ministers during the year during Dr. Chottiner’s vacation.
Committee members in 2007 were:  chair Melissa Phillips, vice chair Whitey Elmore, secretary Kristie Olsen, Barbara Hays (sacristy), Linda Perna-O’Mara (wedding), Alan Unger (sound), Ann Watson, Mary Hinchberger, Prem Das, Mary Kyle Manson, Larry Chottiner and Sharon Miller. Other guild leaders were: Becca Ott, Gail Elmore and Barb Unger (communion), Betty Williams (flowers), Joe Ward (funeral) and Todd Albert (ushers/greeters).  There are many, many more unnamed volunteers who have assisted the guilds and served as lay leaders. Without their willingness to serve, SPC’s mission to learn about Christ, live as Christ and serve like Christ would go unfulfilled.
