OUR NEW SENIOR PASTOR,

DR. LAWRENCE R. CHOTTINER
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Over the past year, our Pastoral Nominating Committee reviewed more than 100 applications for the position of Senior Pastor of the Salisbury Presbyterian Church. In this process, we interviewed more than a dozen top candidates.  However, it was immediately clear to the entire committee upon meeting Larry Chottiner that he should be our next senior pastor.

He truly is a man of faith who loves people and the church, and we look forward to you meeting Larry and his wife, Nancy.

Larry comes to us from Highland Presbyterian Church in Lancaster, Pa., where he has been senior pastor since 1994.  Highland is a large, vibrant church – 1,800 members – with 18 paid employees and clergy, so Larry Chottiner brings tremendous leadership and administrative skills and experience to SPC.

Previously, Larry served as pastor of Mt. Pisgah Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, Lewistown (Pa.) Presbyterian Church and Westmont Presbyterian Church in Johnstown, Pa.

He is a graduate of Waynesburg College.  Larry earned a Master of Divinity degree at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and was ordained in 1974. He completed his doctoral studies at McCormick Theological Seminary in 1982.  

Larry’s doctoral studies focused on the nature of symbols and sacraments in the church, in his words, asking the question of whether old dogs can really learn new tricks.  “I continue to explore that particular idea in the life of the Presbyterian Church and in my own,” Larry says.

Larry was able to pursue his question in earnest last summer when he was awarded a grant from the Lily Endowment to take a three-month sabbatical. Larry says it was a rewarding time with the emphasis of study on leadership in the church, asking the question about what kind of leader are the times demanding. This experience in turn provided Larry the opportunity to attend seminars at Harvard University and the Center for Creative Leadership in Colorado Springs. 

“I spent time in conversation with peers and with identified leaders in both the church and the marketplace,” Larry says. “I read. My bibliography had 35 titles plus a number of articles related to my subject. I traveled. Over the three months I logged almost 30,000 miles, with trips to Scotland, Italy and both the East and West Coasts of the United States.  Much of what I learned I am attempting to integrate into my ministry.”

Larry says that among his many interests, his favorites are history, music, gardening, sports – especially golf, travel, and of course, his family.  

Larry’s family includes his wife, Nancy, and his son and daughter, Brett and Meghan.  Nancy is a registered nurse who works for Lancaster General Hospital overseeing a school-based health center that serves two elementary schools in Lancaster City.  The Chottiner’s son, Brett, is a Lebanon Valley College graduate and married to Kristin.  They live in Baltimore where Brett is employed by the Potomac Valley Brick Company in sales.  He is a former golf professional and together with Kristin, herself an accomplished player, they make quite a duo – which will soon be a trio.  They are expecting their first baby in November.  Meghan Chottiner, a Millersville University graduate, lives and works in Philadelphia for Liberty Property Trust, a commercial real estate company.  She will be married to James Gould this coming December. 

As the Pastor Nominating Committee found, Larry has boundless energy – not only for his congregation and family, but also for the Presbytery and the community.  He is a member of the Committee on Ministry of the Presbytery of Donegal, a director of the United Way of Lancaster County and a member of the Lancaster Rotary Club. He also serves on the Board of Trustees of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.

If approved, Larry will begin his call at SPC October 1.

The PNC is blessed to be able to introduce Larry Chottiner to Salisbury Presbyterian Church, and know that you will give a warm welcome to Larry and Nancy as they embark on this new ministry and make a new home.

Yours in Christ,

The PNC: Rick Hinchberger, chairman, Gene Autrey, Eddie Beale, Jim Dunn, Pam Lepley, Liz Ann Parnell, and Lou Stacy.

