OUR SENIOR PASTOR,

THE REV. DR. LAWRENCE R. CHOTTINER
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Watch here for more recent pictures.
The Senior Pastor of the Salisbury Presbyterian Church is the Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Chottiner.  Larry began his ministry at Salisbury on October 1, 2006 after having served the Highland Presbyterian Church in Lancaster, PA.  He has also served the Mt. Pisgah Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, PA, the Lewistown Presbyterian Church in Lewistown, PA and the Westmont Presbyterian Church in Johnstown, PA.


A graduate of Waynesburg College with a B.A. in History, Larry then attended the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary where he earned a Master of Divinity.  He was ordained by the Pittsburgh Presbytery in 1974.  In 1982, he then completed his doctoral studies at the McCormick Theological Seminary. 
Larry’s doctoral studies focused on the nature of symbols and sacraments in the church, in his words, asking the question of whether old dogs can really learn new tricks.  “I continue to explore that particular idea in the life of the Presbyterian Church and in my own,” Larry says.

Larry was able to pursue his question in earnest in the summer of 2005 when he was awarded a grant from the Lily Endowment to take a three-month sabbatical. Larry says it was a rewarding time with the emphasis of study on leadership in the church, asking the question about what kind of leader are the times demanding. This experience in turn provided Larry the opportunity to attend seminars at Harvard University and the Center for Creative Leadership in Colorado Springs. 

“I spent time in conversation with peers and with identified leaders in both the church and the marketplace,” Larry says. “I read. My bibliography had 35 titles plus a number of articles related to my subject. I traveled. Over the three months I logged almost 30,000 miles, with trips to Scotland, Italy and both the East and West Coasts of the United States.  Much of what I learned I am attempting to integrate into my ministry.”

Larry is married to Nancy, a registered nurse and a Family Life Instructor for the Chesterfield County Schools.  They are parents of two children.  Brett is married to Kristin Dollenberg and they live in Baltimore, Maryland with their son Brett, Jr.  Brett is a former golf professional and presently is the regional sales manager for Landmark Stone Company.  Meghan is married to James Gould and they live in Royersford, PA, a suburb of Philadelphia.  She is an advancement officer for the Hill School in Pottstown, Pennsylvania.


Dr. Chottiner is involved beyond the congregation with the Presbytery of the James, serving on the Leadership Ministries Board.  He believes in the importance of our Presbyterian Churches and their connectedness in ministry and mission.  Further, he is involved in the surrounding community.  He is a member of the board of management for the Midlothian YMCA, and a member of the Midlothian Rotary Club.  In the past, he has served on the United Way of two different communities and has been deeply involved in helping businesses discover the value of the volunteerism of their employees.


Larry brings to his ministry a deep passion for worship and education and is deeply committed to the growth of the Salisbury Presbyterian Church. Our whole congregation cherishes the evident presence of “God With Us” in the deep and full spiritual faith of our beloved Senior Pastor. 

